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Sustainability Design Committee Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2009


City of Keene

Keene, New Hampshire

SUSTAINABILITY DESIGN COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
	Wednesday, March 4, 2009
	5:00 PM
	Council Chambers


	Members Present:

James Duffy, Chair 

Daniel Bartlett, Vice Chair

Michael Haman

Connie Joyce

Mary Jensen 
David Curran


	Staff Present:

Andrew Smith, Planner
Medard Kopczynski, Assistant City Manager/Director of Code Enforcement

Members Not Present:


Thomas Duffield
Joseph Kohler

Daniel White

Ruth Venezia, Councilor

Hanspeter Weber




Chair Duffy called the meeting to order at 5:27 pm. 
1. Approval of the February 18, 2009 Minutes
The following correction was made to the minutes:
· Experian should be spelled Experion.  Mr. Hamon made the following motion which was seconded by Mr. Bartlett. On a vote of 6-0, the Sustainability Design Committee recommends to accept the corrected February 18, 2009 minutes.

2. Discussion of Keene’s Green Building Program
· Education –Keene Green Building Guide
Chairman Duffy’s Report to Council

Chair Duffy passed out a copy of the memo he had drafted for the City Council and explained that it would be in their packets tomorrow. He noted that it included the Committee’s plan to give a presentation to the Planning Board as well as the option of giving a presentation to the Council. 
Chair Duffy stated that at the last meeting, it was discussed that the report needed further research and discussion and that it may involve people volunteering to research some of the areas. He stated that they needed to vote to send the draft to staff. He also mentioned that the Mayor had extended the Committee’s time and given them three more months. 

· Financing – Revolving Loans & Grants

Chair Duffy suggested that it may be helpful to research options to provide the Council. He indicated that they didn’t need to endorse a specific group. He pointed out that there had been discussion about no tax breaks and that it may not be a bad idea for them to look at the cost associated with not being energy efficient. 
Ms. Jensen volunteered to call banks and insurance companies to find out what they offer people who want to build green for incentives. Ms. Joyce indicated that she had spoken with Michelle Hayward, a former realtor, who is now a banker at Savings Bank of Walpole. She stated that they did not have energy efficient mortgages at this time. Mr. Curran indicated that he would talk to Kim Bergeron at Ocean National Bank. Chair Duffy stated that Congressman Hodes was leading a national effort to create a green mortgage program. He offered to call to get information about it. He stated that it could be helpful to find out if the City could develop a revolving loan fund, grants and to review the pros and cons and present the information. He offered to research other communities around the country. Ms. Jensen pointed out that at the last meeting it was discussed to do something with the bank and the City where the bank would handle the money. Chair Duffy stated that by statue, Cities were allowed to use a portion of property taxes collected to fund certain endeavors. Mr. Curran pointed out that at the listening sessions this idea wasn’t well received. Chair Duffy stated that there was a lot of negative press before the meeting and that he thought it was fair to ask if this was how the majority of people felt. He acknowledged that a lot of people weren’t interested but that if the Committee could give a comprehensive picture of what was involved they would be doing what they had been asked to do. He indicated that it would be useful to present people with information and options. He stated that they could make recommendations to the City Council and that nothing may happen for years. Ms. Joyce suggested that they needed to plant the seeds. 

· Ordinance – Authorizing City Staff to finalize it
Chair Duffy noted that they were in agreement and that this could be sent along. Ms. Jensen made a motion to submit the draft ordinance to the City Staff. Mr. Curran seconded it. The motion was amended. A motion was made to submit the draft ordinances to the City Staff to finalize and send to City Council. The Director of Code Enforcement asked if they wanted the Planning Board input before they submitted the draft ordinance to City Council. Chair Duffy suggested sending it as a draft to City Staff and talk with the Planning Board. The Director of Code Enforcement indicated that if they wanted to talk to them about incentives was one scenario and that it was another scenario to bring to them an ordinance drawn up and where they weren’t asking them. Ms. Jensen stated that the Committee was recommending that the City Staff write the draft ordinance that would be vetted by the Planning Board on its way to City Council. The Director of Code Enforcement stated that it would go to the Joint Planning Board and one other committees of the City Council in ordinance form and have the Planning Board reacting to it.   
Ms. Jensen made a motion to authorize the City staff to submit the draft ordinance to the Joint Planning Licensing and Development Board and Planning Board Committee meeting in April. The Director of Code Enforcement stated that based on the reaction from the Planning Board will determine what path it would take and that because it wasn’t a zoning ordinance it didn’t necessarily have to go to the Planning Board. He stated that if there was general agreement the staff would file it as an ordinance and it would go to the City Council for the first reading and then it would be assigned to a Committee. He added that the Mayor may or may not ask for a public hearing and that if it was considered a zoning ordinance it would get a public hearing. He stated that it most likely would be assigned to the Planning Licensing and Development Committee and that the Committee would take testimony on it and then they would send it back to City Council. Mr. Curran seconded it. On a vote of 6-0, the motion was approved. 

· Preparing for Keene Planning Board
Mr. Bartlett asked if the Planning Board was looking at updating its regulations. Mr. Smith stated yes and that they wanted to change the development standards. He stated that they were in the process of doing this. Mr. Bartlett referred to a book he had just gotten called “Innovative Land Use Planning Techniques” stating that the book went into building codes and specific construction details. He stated that it was recommended or suggested for Planning Boards. He stated that the book suggested a list of fundamentals that the Planning Boards can and should review the list prior to implementation. He suggested the merging of what the Committee was doing with Planning Board work. Chair Duffy suggested that they keep pushing ahead. Mr. Bartlett indicated that what the Committee had done was consistent with what Planning Circles were already discussing.

· Certification – A green building accreditation program for local contractors

Chair Duffy asked about what the Committee could start doing in regards to the accreditation for local contractors. The Director of Code Enforcement suggested that they make a recommendation to the Council to do this and that this could be in their report. He stated that setting a certification program wasn’t difficult. Chair Duffy suggested that they could provide background research. Ms. Jensen volunteered to check with the architecture program at KSC as to whether they would be interested in developing a certification program for local builders. Mr. Hamon offered to talk to the Cheshire Career Center. 
In regards to the Keene Building Guide, Chair Duffy suggested writing a narrative to go with it that could serve as a guide book. Ms. Jensen stated that it wasn’t as thorough as it needed to be that there was good information in it. 

Chair Duffy stated that they had their charge which was to bring back information to discuss and further organize. Mr. Bartlett referred to the book stating that site plan review regulations, building codes and zoning ordinances were in place already and that they may just recommend they change the subdivision regulations, possibly the zoning ordinances and the building codes. The Director of Code Enforcement stated that there was a second step in the process and that they would be examining this. He stated that their discussion with the Planning Board was to get a substantial pass on the 19 standards when someone comes in with a project that meets these standards.  He stated that the Committee’s next step was looking at site plan, zoning code and ordinances that were related to the location of projects. He stated that right now they were just dealing with the building code. He suggested that the Committee could make a plausible argument that by meeting LEED or NGBS that they were meeting a lot of standards that the Planning Board was concerned about. 
3. Next Meeting and Adjournment
The meeting was rescheduled for Wednesday, March 18 at 5 pm.

Ms. Jensen made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Curran seconded it. The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted by,

Bettina Chadbourne
Minute Taker
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